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CHAPTER 111

THE ANTIQUITY OF THE VALLENSES SHEWN FROM
THE TESTIMONY RECORDED BY PILICIIDORF.

Wit fearful rapidity, the deluge of Teutonic
Invasion was now rising to overwhelm the whole
Western Roman Empire: and a period of well
nigh two centuries elapsed, ere its tumultuous
streams of many cognate peoples hegan to subside
into a state of comparative tranquillity.

But the Alpine Retreat of the Primitive Chris-
tians, more highly privileged than the submerged
Ararat of old, reared its head above the flood,
and preserved its sacred deposit amidst the
mighty world of waters which rolled harmlessly
at its feet.

Whenever the Gothic Nations precipitated
themselves upon ltaly, their line of march was
invariably across either the Rheetian Alps or the
Julian Alps: nor have I been able to find, that
the Cottian Alps ever came within the sphere
of their operations. Under Providence, the pecu-
liar locality of this mounntain range procured its
exemption : and thus, in the midst of the storm,
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the Vallenses were securely housed within its
difficult and sequestered recesses.

At length, all the ten fated kingdoms were
erected by the ten principal Gothic Tribes: and,
as the historian speaks, the wvictorious nations of
Germany established a new system of manners and
government in the western countries of Europe*.
Then, the revolution being completed, we forth-
with hear of the divinely preserved Church in the
wilderness.

The tenth and last Gothic Kingdom, that of
the Lombards, was founded, upon the soil of
Italy, in the year 567 and 568: and, about three
centuries after Constantine or at the commence-
ment of the seventh age, the Vallenses again
demand our attention.

At this time, another celebrated and long
remembered pastor, a worthy successor of the
older Leonistic pastor Vigilantius, appeared among
them. IHis name was Peter : and, in the record-
ed appellation of the country where he sprang up,
we first, so far as I know, meet with the geo-
graphically descriptive title of Valdenses or Val-
lenses or Men of the Valleyst.

# For the dates of the establishment of the ten gothic king-
doms upon the platform of the Western Roman Empire, see my
Sacred Calendar of Prophecy, book iii. chap, 2, § IV, 1. (4.)

+ The true import and etymology of this title was still, at
the beginuing of the thirteenth century, preserved by the pious
individuals who bore it: though, spiritualising, on account of
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For the preservation of this piece of Valdensie
history, handed down among the Alpine moun-
taineers themselves, and from them communicated
to the Valdenses of France, we are indebted to
Peter Pilichdorf: who, in the thirteenth century,
exhibited himself, as their bitter, though curiously
inquisitive, enemy.

They say, reports that writer : that, in the time
of Constantine, a companion of Pope Sylvester, dis-
liking the excessive envichment of the Church by
the donations of the Emperor, and on that account
separating himself from Sylvester, maintained the
way of poverty: asseriing, that the true Church
was continued in the line of his own adkerents, and
that Sylvester with his adherents had fallen away
Sfrom the true Church. Furthermore, they say:
that, at the end of three hundred years from the
time of Constantine, a certain person, named Peter,
sprang up from a vegion called Valdis ; who simi-

persecution, their merely descriptively local name, they pro-
fessed, as we learn from Everhard de Bethune, to call them-
selves Vallenses, because they abode upon earth in a Valley of
tears,

Vallenses se appellant, eo quod in Valle lachrymarum
maneant. Eberhard. Bath, Antiher, ¢. xxv.

In thus mysticising their nsual designation, they alluded, I
suppose, to that of the Psalmist in the familiar translation of
the Latin Vulgate,

Beatus vir, cujus est auxilium abs te: ascensiones in corde
suo disposuit, in valle' lachrymarum, in loco quem posuit.
Psalm Ixxxiv. 5, 6.
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larly taught the way of poverty. From these two,
originated the sect of the Valdenses *.

From the identity of name, it may be thought,
that this Peter of Valdis, thus ascribed to the
beginning of the seventh century, is a mere fabu-
lous duplicate of the later and more celebrated
Peter Valdo of Lyons; who, in consequence of
some extraordinary chronological blunder, has, in
this tradition, been thrown back more than five
hundred years.

Such, when first I read the passage which
mentions Peter of Valdis as living three centuries
after Constantine, was the idea which naturally
presented itself to my own mind. But I doubt,

* Valdenses dicunt : quod socius Sylvestri, tempore Constan-
tini, noluit ire, quod Feclesia, Cc ini temporibus,
ditaretar; et ex hoc a Sylvestrd recesserit, viam paupertatis
tenendo: apud quem etiam, suis adhazrentibus in panpertate
degentibus, Ecclesia permansit; et Sylvestrum, cum sibi ad-
berentibus, ab Ecclesia dicit cecidisse. Item: quod, post
annos trecentos a Constantino, surrexit quidam e regione Valdis,
Petrus nominatus; qui similiter viam paupertatis docuit. A
quibus secta Valdensis est orta. Pilich. cont, Pauper. de
Lugdun. Fragment. in Biblioth., Patr, vol. xiii. p. 333, 334.

Pilichdorf does not quarrel with any part of this tradition in
the abstract : but he, somewhat ludicrously, twits the Vaudois
with their inability to demonstrate its truth by miracles
whereas the whole world rang with the undonbied miracles of
the holy Pope Sylvester.

Sed quem signa virtutum pradictis perhibent testimonium ?
Cum tamen facta celeberrima et miracula Sylvestri totum
mundum non latuerint,  Ihid, p. 334,
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