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BOOK 11,

THE ALBIGENSES.

CHAPTER 1.

THE PAULICIANS OF ARMENIA.

For the purpose of exhihiting the Albigenses of
Southern France in the character of hereditary
Manichéans, the Bishop of Meaux has produced
a considerable variety of authorities, The learned
Mosheim, indeed, denies them to be, upon this
point, the true sources of knowledge: and, at the
same time, charges the dextrous Prelate, with
having, by the spirit of party, been manifestly led
even into voluntary errors, But, doubtless, on a
hasty survey, the authorities in question have a
somewhat startling aspect *.

* Boss. Hist. des Variat. livr. xi, § 7—70. Mosh. Eccles.
Hist. cent, ix. par. ii. chap.5. § IV. Of the Manichism of the
Albigenses Bossuet is so sure, that he defies all the Protestants
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Of the more modern Albigenses of France, the
ancient Paulicians of Armenia were clearly, I
think, the theological ancestors.

Hence the first point of inquiry must obviously
be this: Whether, from the beginning, the Pauli-
cians were & Community of sound belicvers, who
Sfaithfully maintained all the grand essential truths
of the Gospel ; ov Whether, springing mainly as
they did out of a Socicty of Munichéans, they were
themselves originally Manichéans also, though
afterward, having migrated into the West, they
protested (if T may employ the language of Gib-
bon) against the tyranny of Rome, embraced the
Bibie as the alone authoritative rule of faith, and
purified their once crroncous Creed from all the
visions of the Guostic Theolozy.

1. About the middle of the seventh century (I
take up the History of Peter Siculus), Constan-
tine, a native of Armenia and an inhabitant of
Mananalis, received from a Deacon, whom he had
hospitably entertained while returning from cap-
tivity in Syria, a present of two volumes: the
one, containing the four Gospels; the other, the
fourteen Epistles of St. Paul®*. To the perusal of

in the world to produce asect in Furope, anterior to Peter
Valdo, which were not a branch of the old Manichéans. Hist.
des Var. livr. xi. § 91.

* Fuit, imperante Constantino (seu Constante) Heraclii ne-
pote, non procul a Samosatis, Armenix indigena quidam, Con-
stantinus nomine, vicum incolens Mananalim, quem ad hunc
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these sacred books, hitherte locked up from him,
he diligently applied himself: the perusal of them
led, both to a great revolution in his own senti-
ments, and to the founding of a new Church on
the principle of a reformation from error: prose-
lytes rapidly gathered around him: and, from
their special admiration of the great Apostle of
the Gentiles (the name of whose friend Sylvanus
he had assumed), rather than from an obscure and
disowned individual of Samosata denominated
Paul, they seem evidently, I think, to have
adopted or received the title of Paulicians *.

usque diem habitant Manichei, Hic di juendam cap-
tivum, qui e Syria in patriam revertebatur et Mananalim forte
preeteribat, lecto excepit, aluitque dies aliquot domi suwm,
Diaconus ergo, ut hane quasi gratiam hospiti suo rependeret,
codices duos, quos e Syria secam tulerat, Evangelium scilicet,
Paulique Epistolas, dono dedit Constantino,  Petri Siculi
Hist. de vana et stolid. Manichmor. her. in Biblioth. Patr.
vol. ix. par, post. p. 30.

* At ille, qui jam pridem nefariam atque impuram heeresim
suam propter impia dicta foedaque flagitia, quee Manichmorum
scriptis. continentur, omnibus odio atque horrori esse animad-
verterat, uti pietatem, magnopere pestem illam renovare iterum
ac latius diffundere, in animum induxit; demone, ut par est,
instigante, librum deinceps, praeter Evangelii et Apostoli codi-
ces, nullum attingere: hoc spectans nimirum, ut mali labem
universam, eorum ope, obtegeret ; quemadmndumj qui noxia
pocula propinant, eadem melle obliniunt atque obducunt, Et
quidem ille, cum Manichmorum libris omnes jam cujusque im-
pietatis artes percepisset, tantum mox Satanw ope assecutus
esl, ut, Evangelii Apostolique sensus perperam interpretando,

n
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1. In the holy volumes, then, which he had
thus obtained, Constantine, surrounded with the
growing superstition of the age, honestly sought
for the genuine creed of early Christianity ; and,
what he learned himself from those volumes, he
was eager to communicate to others.

facile omnes in rem suam,quo vellet et pro libidine, detor-
queret.—Sylvanum se illum jactabat, cujus mentio in Penli
i s, quique, lanquam fidus discipulus, a Paulo missus
est in Macedoniam : ostendensque discipulis suis Apostoli co-
dicem quem a diacono accepterat : Vas, aiebat, Macedones
eslis; ego, Sylvanus, ad vo: a Paulo missus. Atque id ille,
post sexcentos annos quam & Paulo hwe scripta sunt, dicere
non dubitabat. Petr. Sic. Hist. p. 36.

Ut a nobis in prolizxiore opere commemoratum, cum de
Paulo et Joanne Samosatenis, Callinices filiis, ageremus: de
illo, inquam, Paulo, a quo Paulliani pro Manichais, mutato
nomine, appellasi coeperunt. Ibid. p. 87.

This Paul was an ancient Manichéan of Samosata, long priot
to Constantine-Sylvanus : asd, as the proselytes of Constantine
rejected for a purer faith the Manichiism of their forefathers;
so, consistently, they declared, that Constantine, not Paul the
Manichéan, was the teacher from whom they derived their doc-
trinal system.

Ofrau, pevts ypdvovg mokhabe v biabosgic 700 Be ol Tavhov, Evepor
Eayor Bibdaxanor Kaveravrives xahotueroy, 7o wpodinlévra Zidavarr.
Tobizey Eyovew dpynydy iy Bibxonaddy atriy, xai otyh oy Tavhor.
Cedren. Flistor, Compend. vol. i. p. 341, Venet. 1729,

Since they disouned this Paul as their teacher, and since
they formally renounced (as even their enemy Peter Siculus
confesses) the Manichéan Scheme, they could not have called
themselves Paulicians from him, but must have assumed the
name from that Apostle whose writings they peculiarly esteem-
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That a diligent perusal of the hitherto unknown
New Testament, even under the defective form
wherein our inquirer originally possessed it, should
lead a person to reject the worship of the Virgin
and the Saints and the Cross, and to deny the
material presence of Christ in the consecrated
elements of the Eucharist (for such is evidently
the purport of the furious declamation of Peter
Siculus) : it is quite easy to conceive and to

ed and whose disciples they eminently professed themselves to
be. Their adversaries, however, regardless of the palpable
inconsistency, and bent upon pronouncing them to be Mani-
chéans, asserted, that they were called Paulicians from the
Manichéan Paul the son of Callinicé, whom yet, as Cedrenus
assures us, they disowned as their theological instructor.  Peter
Siculus goes still further : for he states, that they not only dis-
owned, but even directly condemned, the very Paul, from whom
he nevertheless asserts them to have borrowed their appellation,
A curious effect is produced, by placing in immediate juxta-
position the two singularly incongruous statements of Peter
Siculus,

etiam d t Paulum 8 Petr.

I.- v
Sie. Hist. p. 31.

Cum de Paulo et Joanne Somasatenis, Callinices filiis, age-
remus: de illo, inquam, Paulo, a quo Paulliani pro Manichais,
mutato nomine, appellari coeperunt. Ibid. p. 37.

They derived their name, it seems, from a person whom they
condemned and whose Manichéism they abjured ! Certainly
ealumniators ought to have good memories.

T suppose I need scarcely say, that this Paul of Samosata
was an entirely different person from the more famous Paul of
Samosata, who was Bishop of Antioch in the third century,
and who speculated heretically on the doctrine of the Trinity.

D2
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understand *. But the unsuspecting reader, who
happens not to have particularly studied this part
of Ecclesiastical History, will probably be sur-
prised to learn : that the process of reading, with
care and attention, the four Gospels in connection
with the fourteen Epistles of St. Paul, actually
converted Constantine into a Manichéan ; and that
the same process, universally and unanimously
(so distinctly is Manicheism written in the New
Testament), either confirmed or intreduced, accord-
ing to the nature of their previous opinions, the

* As a somewhat curious specimen of the style in which
Peter Siculus delights to expatiate, I subjoin his own precise
words.

Sergius, ille diaboli maximus propugnator : Sergius, qui
maultos ex ovibus lupos fecit, et per eos Christi ovilia dissi-
pavit : Sergius, acer ipse sub ovina pelle lupus, virtutum
fraudulentus simulator, quippe hac arte multis fucum faciebat :
; os impietatis ; in Christi
Matrem Sanctosque contumeliosus ; Sergius, Christi Aposto-
lorum adversarius, qui et Prophetas odio habuit, et, a divinis
literis versus, ad fabulas ¢t mendacia se convertit : Sergivs,
Christi osar, Ecclesine perduellis, qui Dei Filium conculeavit,
et sanguinem Testamenti pollutum duxit, et Spiritui gratie
contumeliam fecit. Petr. Sicul. Hist. p. 38.

The Sergius, thus energetically vilipended, was a most
labarious successor of Constantine and a diligent teacher of the
doctrine which was derived from the confessedly unadulterated
New Testament itself. Jisdem, quibus apud nos sunt, verbis,
is the acknowledgment of Peter himself respecting the several
books of the New Testament used by the Paulicians, Ibid.
p. 38.

Sergius, inimicus crucis Christi
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gnosticising system of Manes ameng his variously
proselyted followers !

It is true, indeed, that Constantine, deeply im-
bued with the discourses of Christ and with the
writings of Paul, epenly rejected the books of the
ancient Manichéans : it is true also, that this
disciple of Manes, as lie is termed by Peter Sicu-
lus, discarded the theology of Manes, together
with the whole theory of the thirty celestial eons
and the marvellous formation of rain-water. Still,
nevertheless, if we may credit the historian,
nothing can be more clear and more certain, than,
that, from the study of the New Testament,
whence he had learned the catholic doctrines of
the Trinity and of Christ's godhead and incarna-
tion, the man rose a hardened and inveterate Mani-
chéan* !

Accordingly, though his ministerial success was

* Omnia quippe omnes Evangelii et Apostoli testimonia
praedicant: sed illi soli capiunt et intelligunt frandem hwmre-
ticorum, qui din multumque in sacre literaturee disciplina sunt
versati, Illi enim impuri, quando primum cum aliquo in dis-
putationis certamen deseendunt, quandam pre se ferentes
morum sanctimoniam, ownia Catholicorum dogmats per astum
comprobant pronunciantque. Et aiunt, se sanctissimam Trini-
tatem Deum profiteri: cum impié prorsus imperitéque omnia,
per allegorias, apud se taciti infery ; quando,

Trinitatem inficiantes, etiam det . Incarnationem Do-
mini Dei nostri in Virgine, quanquam alio et impio sensu,

fatentur ; sequiusque sentientes damnant: omuia tamen Incarna-
tionis mysteria, aliter ore, aliter corde, Manetem et asseclas
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not confined to his gnosticising neighbours round
Mananalis, it appears to have lain very eminently
among them ; for these, no doubt, whatever might
be the case with the converted Catholics, reason-
ably thought, as we gather from the veritable
narrative of Peter Siculus, that the most effectual
mode of preserving and improving their long
cherished system was to flock round a teacher,
who had avowedly rejected their books, and who

illius imitati, exponunt, Promptissimé etiam damnant Paulum
Samosatenum. Tetr. Sic. Hist. p. 81.

Manichworum itaque seripta idcirco protinus abjecit: et,
hanc etiam maxime ob causam, quod multos videbat eo nomine
gladio cwedi.  Ibid. p. 36.

Egregius autem Manetis discipulus Constantinus, quo faci-
lius auditores suos in fraudem ae periculum ind t, et pro-
babiliora redderet quee docebat, Valentini primum blasphemias
ac portentosa de triginta wenibus diisque dogmata, totam item
Curbicii fabulam de pluvia quam ex formosi adolescentis vir-
ginem insectantis sudoribus manare affirmabat, et alia id genus
non pauca, tanquam absurde nimis atque incredibilia, rejicienda
sibi atque explodenda putavit: minimé id quidem, ot tantam
impictatem profligaret, sed quo plures ad se doctrinamque suam
pertraheret.  Ibid. p, 36.

It seems rather odd, that the most effectual mode of gaining
the Manichans of the old school should be an open rejection
of their creed as absurd and incredible. We may pardon the
historian, however, both for his gross inconsistencies, and for
his uncharitably gratuitons ascription of motives, since he has
recorded the vital facts: that Constantine disowned, both the
books of the Manichéans, and the system of Manichéism itself ;
and that The Pavlicians, his JSollowers, held the doctrines of
the Trinity and of Christ's moarnation und godheard,
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had wnreservedly and wnceremoniously discarded
Manes himself |

Yet this extraordinary adhesion of the original
Manicheans, all the while actually remaining
Manicheéans, to the new Sylvanus, who so rashly
acknowledged his preference of St. Paul to the
slighted and disregarded heresiarch of Persia, is
not the only paradox, wherewith, in the present
strange eventful history, we are destined to be
encountered.

As Constantine, though the wundeniable disciple
of Manes, avowedly renounced Manes ; while
though a decidedly confirmed Manichéan, he openly
rejected the whole theological system of Maniche-
ism : so0, with beautiful consistency, the Manich@-
ans, who joined themselves to him, and who in his
person venerated a true apostolical follower of
St. Paul, with prompt minds (I use the very words
of the careful historian), spat upon and detested
Seythianus and Budda and even Manes also, who
were noltoriously the princes of the whole sect ;
while yet, like their innovating reformer Sylvanus,
they remained such staunch Manicheans, that,
rather than renounce the creed of Manes which
however they had already renounced, and rather
than express an eternally-saving penitence which
however they had already eapressed, these most
inexplicable religionists chose impiously to die as
heretics in their alveady rejected and detested heresy *!

* Hidew vero sunt, nee quicquam divertunt a Manichwis Pan-
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But we have not yet come to the end of this
wonder-loving narrative. Constantine, while he
discarded Manicheism without ceasing to be a
Manichean, furthermore, while he led a life of
most evemplary godliness, diligently, on seriptural
authority, inculcated ell the abominations and im-
purities of the gnostic Basilides. Like the primi-
tive Christians, who were similarly accused by
the soberly inquiring Pagans, he had clearly
learned these abominations and these impurities
from an habitually diligent perusal of the New
Testament : and his acquiescent proselytes, at
once unremittingly studying the Blessed Gospel
themselves, and warmly recommending the study
of it to the Laity as well as to the Clergy, with
ready conviction adopted, from the sacred volume,

liciani, qui hasce recens a se procusas hwmreses prioribus adsue-
runt, et ex sempiterno exitii barathro effoderunt. Petr. Sic.
Hist, p. 31.

Adeo ut, quotquot nune sunt Manicheei, technam istam et
artificium gl , Scythi ac Budd et M
ipsum, qui totius secte principes fuerunt, promptis animis re-
spuant et detestentur: Constantinum vero hune, qui Sylvani quo-
que nomen assumpsit, aliosque gui post eum exorti, in Christi
Apostolorum numero habeant, et Paulo pares in honore ducant.
1bid. p. 36.

Simeon autem, ne quid regii maandati preeteriret, Constantini
diseipulos, quo ad sawiorem mentem revocarentur, Ecclesiis

commendat.  Sed illi haud quaquam conversi sunt: maluer-
untque in errore suo impit mori, quam Deum poenitentia
placare salutemque conseqai sempiternam.  1bid. p. 37

Ttaque, extrueto ad aceryum ingenti rogo, incensi et cremati
omnes fuernnt.  Ibid, p. 37.
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the moral corruptions, which their master had
thence taught them both by precept and by prac-
tice !
ningly to hoot (as Peter Siculus remarks), the
Paulicians, for the better establishment of their
bad principles and worse conduct, were wont to
insist : that Both Priests and People are in duty
bownd to the constant perusal of the Gospel ; that
Glod wishes all to be saved and to come to the know-
ledge of the truth; and that The Priests of the
day adulterated God’s holy word, garbling and con-
cealing and omitting a great part of its contents* !

In short, most diabolically and most cun-

* Basilidis vero infanda flagitia et impuritates, caterorum-
que omnium tefrum ac graveolens coenum, amplectens, novus
repente perniciosee pestis ductor exiliit. Petr, Sic, Hist. p. 36.

Hie igitur (Sergius), cum juvenis adhuc esset, in foeminam
quandam casu incidit, moribus infamem, secta Manichzam,
Tita vero Diaboli sectatrix, ut callida erat ac subdola, sic ju-
venem est allocuta, Awudio, domiae Sergi, te literarum scientia
et eruditione prastantem esse, ac bonum prateree virum usque-
quaque. Dig ergo mihi: cur non legis sacra Evangelia ! Qui-
bus ille verbis allectus, nec occultum potins intuens nequitise
venenum quod latebat, ita respondit.  Nobis profamis ista
legere non licet, sed sacerdotibus duntaxat. At illa, Non ita
est, inquit, ut pulas: nee enim personaruim acceptio est apud
Deum ; ommes siquidem homines vult salvos fieri Dominus, et
ad agritionem veritatis venire. At sacerdotes vestri, quoniam
Dei verbnm adulierant ef mysteria occulunt que in Evangeliis
continentar, tdeirco vobis audientibus omnia nor legunt gue
seripte sunt ; sed quedam legunt, quedam omitiunt @ ne possitis
pervenire ad i 1 filo singula per-
currens Evangelii verba, et cujusque voeis sensum, prout

veritatis.—Ei

42 THE VALLENSES [BoOK 11

Nevertheless (so runs the testimony of cur judi-
cious and consistent historian), although these
strangest of all strange Manichéans absolutely
learned nothing from their professed rule of life,
the Gospels and the Epistles, save the flagitious-
ness of Basilides: yet they peremptorily rejected
every base lust; cahibited, in their whole prac-
tice, a consistent piety ; and declared themselves,
while alleged by their enemies to be the vigilant
guardians and the unflinching champions of the
speculative dogmas of Manicheism, entirely free
from all the falsely imputed abominations of the
Gnostic Theology *.

Such were Constantine and his Paulicians.
As for their historian Peter, who in the year 870,
spent nine months among them at Tibrica, he is
fairly gravelled with the oddity of the casef.
capere illum videbat, mirifict depravans, brevi aptum reddidit
diaboli instrumentum,  Tbid, p. 56.

The person, thus converted to unacknowledged Manichéism
by reading the New Testament, became afterward one of the
most eminent successors of Constantine. His books were held
in high veneration by the Peulicians. Ibid. p. 33, 30.

* Qui tametsi a Manichworum impuritatibus se alienos dic-
titant, sunt tamen dogmatum ipsorum vigilantissimi custodes et
propugnatores. Petr. Sic, Hist. p. 31.

Quandam pra se ferentes morum sanctimoniam. Ibid. p. 81.

Hic vero, rejectis omnibus illorum flagitiis ac libidinibus
(de Sergio Manichwisque pristinis loquitur), blasphemias,

veluti salubria dogmata, eomplexus, virtutes nonnullas callide
simulabat, Thid, p. 38,

+ Ego Tibrice novem menses versatus, ea, qua supra nobis
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But he offers a solution of the difficulty ; which,
since in all parallel cases of this perplexing de-
seription, it is uniformly adopted by the sagacious
Bishop of Meanx, must needs be both respectable
and satisfactory. The solution is this: Al their
specious piety was mere hypocrisy ; and They them-
selves were undoubled wolves in the decent garb of
harmiess sheep* !

2, In an age of burning zeal, it was not likely,
that the affair could be suffered to rest here. The
divine and orthodox Emperors (as Peter speaks)
had, to their other illustrious deeds, already added
the meritorious process, of consigning to the
flames, wherever they could be found, the books
which were used by the older Manichéans, of
slaughtering without mercy the culprits them-
selves, and of dooming tc well-deserved death
and confiscation all who should presume to give
them harbour{. But sow their holy activity ex-
tended also to the Paulicians ; that extraordinary

commemorata sunt, aceuraté perscrutatus, jussisque sanctissimis
piorum et orthodoxorum principum, quamvis indignus et ulti-
mus, multa cum cura obsecutus, omnibus palam facere enixé
contendi. Petr. Sic. Hist. p. 40.

* Pietatis specie, velut ovina pelle, lupum tegens, pietatis
autem abnegans virlutem, iis, qui ipsum norant, certissimus
salutis ductor videbetur, Petr, Sic, Hist, p. 38.

+ Hoe siquidem, ad cwtera sua egregin facinora, divini
atque orthodoxi Imperatores addiderunt, ut Manichzos Mon-
tanosque capilali puniri scntentia juberent; eorumque libros,
fuocumque in loco inventi essent, ammis tradi: quod, si quis
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race of new Manicheans, who had so undeniably
established their right to the title by rejecting
Manes and Manicheism.

A bloedy persecution was, accordingly, raised
against them: and Simeon, an imperial officer,
was dispatched with orders to put Constantine
to death. He was charged, at the same time, to
disperse his disciples, singly or in small com-
panies, throughout the Church: that so, however
obstinately determined to the contrary, they
might he duly instructed, and thus finally con-
verted to the full sincerity of well accredited
Catholicism. The ringleader, with his associates,
was soon taken: and a command was forthwith
issued, that the Paulician Apostle should be
stoned to death by his own disciples. All his
proselytes, however, seve one, disobeyed or evaded
the sanguinary decree: hut, in that one, a new
David was not wanting to slay a new Goliath.
Among the earliest converts of Sylvanus, was the
disciple Justus.  This highly-privileged instru-
ment of divine vengeance, whose name (as the
historian well remarks) so happily agrees with his
deeds, repenting of the Manichéism in which he
had long been deeply steeped, discharged a stone
at his heretical seducer, and rapidly sent him into

uspiam eosdem ocenltasse deprehenderetur, hune eundem mortis
poenw addici, ejusque bona in fiscum inferri,  Petr. Sic, Hist.
p. 36,
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the pit which had been dug most appropriately
by himself *,

II. But, from the martyrdom of Constantine,
as from the martyrdom of Stephen, another Paul
was raised up in the late persecutor Simeon.
Three years, amidst the pleasures and blandish-
ments of a court, he resisted his convictions : but,
at the end of that term, he left all that he pos-
sessed, and fled privately from Constantinople.

* Cum eo loci annos septem et viginti versatus esset (Con-
stantinus Sylvanus) multosque ex incolis in errorem impulisset,
dignum magisterio et doctrina sua vitm finem sortitus est,
Nam Imperator, postquam de hominis insolentia, nescio qua
ratione, certior factus est, palatinum quendam Simeonem pro-
tinus ablegavit cum mandatis, quibus ipsum, ut improbitatis
artificem, lapidare jubebatur, ejus vero discipulos, quos nempe
induxerat ignorantia, per Dei Eeclesiam erudiendos converten-
dosque dispergere, quanquam illi corrigi prorsus noluerunt.
Nec mora jussis intercessit. Advolans enim Simeon, simul ac
destinatum locum attigit, comprehendi omnes, et in australem
Coloniensis Castri partem duci, jussit. Quo loco, misernm
illum gjusque discipulos ex adversa destituens, signum dat illico,
ut unum omnes lapidibus incessant. Verum hi, magistro suo,
ut qui a Deo ad ipsos missus essel, parcentes, lapidibus arrep-
tis, manus quidem ad balteos suos per speciem adducebant,
clam antem lapides in terga vibrabant. Adopiarat ante plures
annos Sylvanus Justum quendam, eumgue Manichei heweresi
cum primis imbuerat; tunc vero, educationis doctrineque suwe
congruentem, ab illo mercedem tulit: palatini enim jussis oh-
sequens, sumpto in manu saxo, Sylvanum, quasi alterum
Goliath, vi magna percussit et oceidit. In quem apté cecidit
vox illa Davidica: Lacum aperuit, et effodit eum ; el incidit in
Soveam, quam fecit. Petr. Sic. Hist. p. 36, 37,
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Peter Siculus promptly sets down his unaceount-
able conduct, as a clear case of dicbolical pos-
session. Whatever may be the value of that
ingenious conjecture, Simeon became the suc-
cessor of the man, over whose martyrdom he had
presided: and, in imitation of Constantine who
had assumed the name of St. Paul’s friend Syl
vanus, the new Paulician borrowed the appella-
tion of St. Paul’s disciple Titus *.

Meanwhile, the apostate murderer Justus seems,
upon a profession of repentance, to have been un-
suspectingly readmitted into the Society: for we
find him disagreeing with the now spiritual ruler
Simeon, as to the true import of a remarkable
text in the Epistle to the Colossians . This led
to an act of what looks very like intentional
treachery. In consulting the Bishop of Colonia
as to the sense of the litigated passage, he gave,
to that Prelate, a full account both of himself and
of his fellows and of the discipline of the Commu-

* Quos quidem dum temerd nimis excutit et auscultat
Simeon, ut qui divinm institutionis expers erat ac plan rudis
atque (ut verius dicam) levis ac prceps amimo, pestiferam
hmresim hausit, et cum ¢a rediit Constantinopolim ad Impera-
torem. Triennio deinde domi sum privatim acto, cum plend
jam irretitus possideretur a diabolo, relictis omnibus, clam ex-
cessit, Cibossam petens. Ubi, convocatis collectisque hine
inde Constantini discipulis, ejusdem impietati effectus
est: et ut nomini suo famam, eadem qua predecessores arte
conciliaret, Titum se appellavit,  Petr, Sic. Hist. p.37.

+ Colos. i, 15—17.
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nity. The Bishop communicated the confession
to the Emperor : and the Emperor, forthwith col-
lecting together the Manichéans (as Peter calls
them), devoutly burned all, who were pertinacious
in error, upon one enormous funeral-pile*.

A certain Paul, however, with his two sons,
having, some considerable time before, retired to
Episparis, had thus fortunately made his escape :
and, in him, and in his son Genesius upon whom
he bestowed the name of St. Paul's disciple
Timothy, the indomitable impiety revived and was
continuedf. In despite of internal dissention
which too often shewed itself, the sect still in-
creased and flourished : and the historian has
recorded the names of Zucharius and Epaphroditus

* Gliscente igitur inter Justum et Simeonem contentione,
proficiscitur Justus ad Episcopum Colonice: atque, utde Apos-
toli sensu quod cupiebat audiret, omnia mox de se sociisque, et
quam inter se disciplinam tenerent, liquido exposuit. Re com-
perta, Episcopus, nihil in his sibi cunctandum ratus, de singulis
& vestigio refert ad Justinianum Augustum, qui post Heraclium
Imperii sceptra gubernavit. Qui quidem ut audiit, omnes
statim in wnum cogi Manichmos seorsimque interrogari jussit,
atque flammis tradi quotquot essentin errore pertinaces. Itaque,
extructo ad acervum ingenti rogo, incensi et cremati omines
fuerunt, Petr. Sic. Hist, p. 37.

+ Incensi et cremati omnes fuerunt, praeter Paulum quendam,
genere Arabem, cui duo filii erant, Genesius et Theodorus,
quibuscum fuga se proripuit pater, et Epispalim abiit jom
dudum.—Producit ergo alter hie Paulus, ad impietatis scholam,
filium Genesium, cui Timothei nomen imposuit, Petr. Sie.
Hist. p. 87.
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and Bahanes (if the first ought not rather to be
deemed an ambitious intruder), as its principal
ministers or ecclesiastical superiors *,

I1I. At length, on the death of Bahanes, the
Community fell under the spiritual government
of Sergis, who took the scriptural name of
Tychicus .

Thirty and four years, this new Prelate (him-
self a convert, as it might seem, from among the
Catholics) laboured in the paradoxical vineyard
of unmanicheanised Manichtism. He supplied
his people with books written by himself in the
form of epistles; which, though Peter Siculus
declares them to be full of what he at least
deemed all pride and impiety, were held in high
veneration : he incessantly acted the missionary,
in the same towns and through the same regions
as those which had formed the oriental theatre of
the great Apostle’s exertions; a circumstance
which led (T suppose) to the transmission of the
already mentioned pastoral epistles: and he

* Petr, Sic. Hisl. p.37, 38.

+ The violent declamation of Peter Siculus against this indi-
vidual, as well as the account of his conversion through the
agency (of a woman whom the rabid historian pronounces to
have been a morally infamous Manichéan, have been given in
the preceding notes. That be was a proselyte from among the
Catholics, I gather from his expressed notion, so well combated
by his female instructor, that the Gospel was too sacred a book
to be read by profane Laics, and that it was reserved for the
exclusive perusal of the Clergy, Petr. Sic. Hist, p. 38,
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thereby, as our historian pithily observes, turned
many from the orthodox faith, and made nume-
rous converts to the devil *. Iis active life he
closed by martyrdom, being cut into two pieces
with an axe : a remarkable instance, according to
Peter Siculus, of the just judgment of God ; that
he, who had divided the Church, should himself
be divided, and that thus his unholy spirit should
be consigned to eternal fire 1.

* Edoctus ergo ab exitiosa femina, diaboli propugnator Ser-
givs, cum hacresim altivs imbibissel, crederetque omnes homines,
qui sinceram et illibatam Christianorum fidem nostram ac pie-
tatem colunt, in perninin versari : zelo satanico insurgit, et novus
preco fit erroris; cognomentumque assumens Tychici, cujus
nomen est celebre in Epistolis Pauli, Pauli discipulom se vulgo
jactavit, et ab eo missum ad predicandum, non Dei verbum,
sed hzresim perniciosam. Itaque civitates singulas regionesque,
in quibus Apostolus veritatis verbum ante octingentos annos
promulg impigré multos ab orthodoxa fide
avertit, et diabolo adjunxit, Quod ipsemet, in quadem epis-
tola, gloriatur, bis verhis: Ab Orieate, inquit, usyue ad Oceasum,

a Borea ad Austrum, cucurri, nuncians Evangelium Christi, et
genibus meis laborans. Triginta enim et quatuor annorum spatio,
b Irenz Auguste imperio usyue ad Theopbilum Imperatorem
persistens, conflavit illam, qua etiamnum obtinet, defectionem,
quam Paulus Apestolus Thessalonicensibus preedixerat, quaque
iste magnam Feclesiee partem graviter afflixit. Petr. Sie.
Hist. p. 30.

Habent porro Sergii magistri sui, invisas superis, omnisque

perbie et impietatis plenas, epistolas,  Thid. p. 23.

+ Justo tandem Dei judicio, securi dissectus, ut qui Ecele-
siam Dei dissecuerat, in ignem missus est sempiternum.  Petr.
Sic. Hist. p. 40.

E
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After the death of Sergius, the historian gives
us the names of Aicheel and Canacares and John
and Theadotus and Basil and Zbsimus and Carbeas
and Chrysocheris.

Under the administration of Carbeas, the Com-
munity so greatly increased in number that they
migrated to a new settlement which they called
Tibrica: and, while Chrysocheris was their chief
pastor, Peter Siculus, in the service of the Impe-
rial Court, spent, at that place, as I have already
observed, nine months among them *.

IV. At this time, to their originally defective
New Testament, which, as received by Constan-
tine from the Deacon, contained only the four
Gospels and the fourteen Epistles of St. Paul,
they had added the Acts of the Apostles, the
Catholic Epistles of James and Jude, and the
three Epistles of St. John: so that, with the
exception of the two Epistles of St. Peter and
the mysterious book of the Apocalypse, they then,
in its full completeness, possessed the entire
volume.

Nor did they only possess it, thus far numeri-
cally complete: what is absolutely and inherently
fatal to the malignant calumny of their pretended
Manichéism, they possessed it likewise, as their
hostile historian himself admits, free from all
interpolation and erasure and corruption, in the

* Petr. Sie, Hist. p.40.
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precise words of the gemune copies used by the
whole Church Catholic.  This, I need scarcely
remark to the theological student, is a matter of
prime importance: and thence, in the way of
testimony, it must carefully he borne in remem-
brance *.

From their readiness to add what they origi-
nally wanted, I venture to believe, that they
would have been equally glad to possess the

remaining books of the New Testament: though

* Baera quatvor Evangelia, et Sancti Pauli Apostoli denas
piunt : Jacobi item Catholicam, ternas
Joannis, Catholicam Judm, cum Actis Apostolorum, iisdem,

quaternas Epistolas, r

quibus apud nos, verhis. Petr. Sic. Hist. p. 33.

Cedrenus, the copyist of Peter Siculus at a considerably
later period, similarly admits, that the New Testament of the
Paulicians, which they probably at that time had completed by
the addition of the Apocaly pse and the two Epistles of St, Peter,
was precisely the same as the New Testament of the entire Ca-
tholic Church : but he states, that they interpreted it perversely.

Dyl dpyras, 7 ypaph xad wels Mayaig, olves dioly B¢ kad A wap'
apiy drapdihanta, T4 b winara bacrpéigever.  Cedren,  Hist,
Compend, vol. i. p. 343,

In the days of Cedrenus who flourished during the twelfth
century, any interpretation of the New Testament, which ran
counter to the prevailing superstition, would be deemed a per-
version. Tlis testimony is imporlant: inasmuch as it thence
appears, that, in the course of the three hundred years which
elapsed between Peter Siculus and himself, no corruption of the
New Testament, to serve the purposes of the Manichéan Heresy,
had ever been attempted by the Paulicians. Yet, to extract
Manichtism out of the genuine and unedulterated New Testa-
ment, is, I conceive, a moral impossibility,

E2
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their intemperate historian declates, that They
reviled the Prince of the Apostles, and the key-
bearer of the courts of heaven. IHis very phrase-
ology shews the true nature of what he character-
istically styles their cvil-affectedness toward St.
Peter: the Sicilian Divine was indignant, that
the supremacy of Peter and his successors should
be denied by the bold heretics of Armenia.
Their theological descendants in Europe obtained
that Apocalypse, which their asiatic forefathers
had wanted: and, in the features of the pre-
dicted Babylonian Harlot, those descendants rea-
dily traced the lincaments of the corrupt and
persecuting Church of the seven hills.

With respect to the Old Testament, the lan-
guage of the historian inevitably imports, though
he plainly meant not to convey any such idea,
that they were well acquainted with it.  He tells
us, that they admitted it not.  Now this assertion,
even if it be correct, implies, of necessity, a fami-
liar knowledge of its contents: for a person can
scarcely be said actively to reject a code, with
which he is altogether unacquainted, His very
objurgation, indeed, distinctly, from the mere
terms in which it is conveyed, demonstrates their
famiiiarity with it : for, in his wonted exagger-
ating and intemperate phraseology, he tells us,
that they stigmatised the ancient hebrew prophets
as robbers and vagabands, The ewistence, then,
of the prophets was fully known to them: and,

=i
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that they, who had read in the New Testament
the attestations of Christ and the evangelical
writers to their true character, should speak of
them as Peter Siculus describes, will probably be
more than doubted by all save those who wisk to
believe evil of the Paulicians*. For my own
part, as they were indisputably acquainted with
the Old Testament, so I think they likewise
possessed it. The admission of the one circum-
stance seems, by a necessary consequence, to
draw after it the admission of the other circum-
stance.

V. It will now, in conclusion, be useful to sum
up the evidence, which, in regard both to the
doctrines and to the principles of the much calum-
niated Paulicians, may be gathered from the
History of Peter Siculus.

1. When the self-destroying violence and the
determined misrepresentation and the undaunted
inconsistency of this writer are put aside, the real
and actual amount of his unwilling testimony to
their doctrinal system will be as follows .

The TPaulicians, though perpetually by their
enemies charged with the Manichéan Heresy,
uniformly denied the justice of the accusation ;

* Petr, Sic. Hist. p. 33,

+ In the midst of much violent declamation and of assump-
tions alike uncharitable and gratuitous, every one of the subse-
quently specified particulars will be found in the History of the
Paulicians written by Peter Siculus,
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and always rejected, with strong expressions of
abhorrence, hoth Manes and Manichéism*.

They held the allied doctrines of the Trinity
and the Incarnation: but they renounced the
worship of the Cross and of the Virgin and of the
Saints ; while they evidently disbelieved that
material presence of the Lord’s body and bload in
the conscerated elements which finally received
the name of Transubstantiation.

The Cod-denying speculation, which explains
away the doctrine of the Trinity and which asserts
Christ to be a mere man, they abhorred.

Their laborious teachers, such as Constantine
and Simeon and Sergius, they revered, as faithful
ministers of Christ, and as devout imitators of
the Apostle Paul.

They were anxious to make converts ; on the
ground, that they proclaimed the sincere doctrines
of the Gospel : while, consistently, they had ever
the sacred volume in their hands ; and while they

* 1 have not had an opportunity of reading the work of
Photius against the Manichéans: but, as I learn from Mosheim,
he also, like Peter Sicnlus, admits, that the Paulicians
expressed the utmost abhorrence both of Manes and of his
doctrine, Phot, cont. Manich. lib. i, p. 17, 56, 05. See
Mosheim's Eccles, Hist, cent. ix. par. ii. chap. . § v. vol. it.
p. 367. The Historical Work of Peter Siculus, who in the
year 870 spetit nine months among the Pauliciavs to the great
jeopardy of his orthodox catholicism, seems to be the original
fountain, whence our knowledge of them is derived.  Photins
died sixteen years after the visit of Peter Riculus.
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always contended, that it ought not to be exclu-
sively locked up among the Priesthood, but that it
onght to be freely open to universal perusal.

Nor did they derive their scheme of doctrine
from a mutilated or interpolated or currupted New
Testament. The ancient Gnostics and Marcio-
nites and Manichéans, conscious that their own
allied systems and the genuine Gospel could not
subsist together, were notorious for their unprin-
cipled erasures and adulterations*. To the exhi-
bition of anything like even a moderately plausible
case, such management was absolutely necessary.
Gnosticism or Manicheéism, however modified,
could not advance a step without it. Hence,
where real Manichéism existed, there also was a
garbled and spurious Gospel, arranged and pre-
pared to suit the purposes of innovating heresy.
But the Paulicians confessedly used the genuine
Gospel: for, though, when the historian wrote,
they had not as yet been able to complete the
sacred volume by the sole requisite addition of the
two Epistles of 8t. Peter and the Apocalypse of
St. John ; still their copies of the books which they
possessed were free from all corruption, and ver-

* See Tertull. adv, Marcion. lib. iv. Oper. p. 222225,
Marcion substantially held the same doctrines as the Mani-
chéans, Tence, in order to make it serve his purpose, he
found it necessary so to corrupt and mangle and mutilate and
interpolate the genuine Gospel as to produce a code which
might well be termed o wew Gospel.
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bally corresponded with the copies used by the whole
Church Catholic. Now this single circumstance
alone, independently of all other evidence, 1s
amply sufficient to demonstrate the impossibility
of their pretended Manicheism, Had they been
Manichéans, their copies of the New Testament
wonld have been variously curtailed and interpo-
lated and corrupted, in order to suit the palpable
necessities of their system. But their copies
were, confessedly, genuine and unadulterated.
Therefore, unless universally, they were absolute
fools, they could not possibly have been Mani-
cheans.

The proof acquires additional force from yet
another circumstance. They did not receive their
admitted genuine Gospel wawillingly, as a docu-
ment, which they disliked indeed, but which they
found it impracticable with any shew of decency
to reject.  On the contrary, they were so fully
convineed both of its truth and of its vital import-
ance to salvation, that, rather than abandon it and
embrace the unseriptural superstitions of their per-
secutors, they readily submitted to death under
its most appalling aspect and under its most
painful nature.

How persons, thus characterised even by an
enemy, can have been Manichéans in doctrine,
certainly exceeds my own skill to explain*.

* I subjoin the six articles, under which Peter Sicnlus
arranges the pretended Manicheism of the Paulicians, The

]
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2. As little, moreover, am I able to explain,
how they can have been Basilidians in practice.
The historian’s reluctant attestation to their moral
and religious principles is, I think, quite decisive
and altogether satisfactory.

In their conduct, they were so grave and holy
and consistent, that nothing is left for their enemy,
save to pronounce the whole of their specious
piety mere hypocrisy.

As they openly rejected with abhorrence the
doctrinal errors of Manes: so they indignantly
disallowed the allegation, that they were tainted
with the impurities of Basilides.
prudent reader of course will exercise his own discretion in
judging how far they truly set forth the doctrine of the acknow-
ledged rejecters of Manes and his whole system.

Primum illorum axioma est: duo rerum esse principia;
Deum malum, et Deum bonum : aliumgue hujus mundi condi-
torem ac principem; et alium, futari ®vi,

Secundum : quod Deiparam semperque Virginem, atque
infinitis laudibus concelebrandam, per odinm abjiciant, nulloque
inter honorum hominum ecetum numero vel loco dignentur;
neque Christum ex illa natum, ut qui corpus e ceelo secum
detulerit; Josephumque ex illa, post Domini partum, plures
liberos suscepisse dicant.

Tertium : quod, e sacris mysteriis, divinam ac tremendam
corporis et sanguinis Domiui nostri Jesu Christi conversionem
negent, aliaque de hoc myﬁlerin doceant; a Domino nempe
non panem et vinum in caena discipulis propinatum, sed figurate
symbaola tantum et verba, tanquam panem et vinum, data,

Quartum : quod formam atque vim venerande et vivifice
erucis non solum non agnoscant, sed infinitis etiam contumeliis
onerent.
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In their labour of proselyting they were so suc-
cessful, that not only converts from among the
less educated Laity, but even numbers of more
learned Monks and Priests, joined their Com-
munity. These became preachers of the faith
\\'hich‘ they had adopted: and the fact itself ex-
periences no change from the characteristic asser-
tion of the historian, that fhey were fransmuted

Quintum: quod Veteris Instrumenti tabulas non admittant,
prophetasque planes et latrones appellent : aut sola duntaxat
sacra quatnor  Evangelia, et 8. Pauli Apostoli denas quaternas

Epistolas, recipiant, Jacobi item Catholicam, ternas Joannis,
Catholicam Judw, cum Actis Apostolorum, iisdem, quibus
apud nos, verbis,

Sextum: quod arceant ab Feclesie administratione presby-
teros et senjores : aiunt enim, quod seniores adversus Dominum
congregati sint, Petr, Hist. p. 33.

T the third of these articles, their doctrine of the Eucharist
has evidently been perverted and misrepresented : whence we
may judge of the bigoted historians accuracy in other matters.
According to Peter Siculus, they maintained : that Our Lord
did not, in the institution of the Haly Supper, set before his
disciples bread and wine ; but that symbols only and words, as

if they were bread and wine, were figuratively given. This
palpable perversion, he, that runs, may read. What they
really taught, as in truth appears from the very necessity of the
entire third article itself, was this: that, The eucharistic bread
and wine dre not literally transmuted into the body and blood of
Christ; but that, In the words of consecration, they are given
Jiguratively as symbols or representations of the thing signijted.
The vein, indeed, of determined misrepresentation, which runs
through the whele document, is so manifest, that itcan scarcely
escape even the most carcless observation,
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| from sheep into wolves, and that they learned to be
| devourers of men *,
[ The firmness of their religious adherence to
| principle was marked by their frequent and ready
| submission to martyrdom. Hundreds of them
were burned alive upon one huge funeral pile:
* Monachos complures, et moniales quie virginitatem suam
Christo devoverant, per discipulos suos corrupit: et, a monas-
tica vita revocans, a Deo simul ali i Multos denique
sacerdotes et levitas ab orthodoxa religione avellens, et ex

ovibus lupos faciens, hominivoros esse docuit. Petr. Sic.
Hist. p. 39.

Like their theological descendants in Europe, they deemed,
T suppose, monastic vows absurd and unseriptural and tending
only to concealed impurity.

The most singular humour of Peter Siculus, in his dealing
with the luckless Sergius (the special object of his vituperation
in the preceding passage), is: that he not only heaps upon his
devoted head a profusion of the most palpable and ridiculous
calumnies, but that he actually charzes him with all the conse-

| guences of his apostleship, in the shape of persecutions and

troubles and captivity and the like; strangely deseribing him
as beiog the person, who sold his disciples into bondage, and
who put them to death. [t seems, that the suffering Paulicians
sometimes retaliated upon their persccutors.  OF this, alse,
Sergius was destined to bear the blame, though he had express-
ed his decided disapprobation of such proceedings, and bad
admonished his followers to practise forbearance. 1f be conld
not restrain his soffering flock from occasional retaliation ; if he
eould not alway make them obey his exhortations to meekness
and submission : he ought not, argues ihe candid historian, to
have erected himself into their teacher, By that single action,
he makes himself responsible for all the misdemeanors of his
people, Ihid. p. 39.

[H4] THE VALLENSES [nom( 1.

two, out of three more eminent presidents, were
severally stoned and ent in sunder with the axe:
and the third, that very remarkable character
Simeon or Titus, after a full deliberation of three
years amidst the honaurs and pleasures of a court,
from a persecutor became a steady convert, ap-
peared as the successor of the very man over
whose martyrdom he had presided, and finally
submitted himself to the flames rather than aban-
den the faith which, by a sacrifice ofall his worldly
goods and prospects, he had embraced.

In short, such mingled violence and inconsis-
tency and absurdity, as distinguish the writer now
hefore us, may well make a sober inquirer pause,
before he admits the Paulicians to have been a
sect of Manicheéans. Palpable misrepresentation
runs through every page of the Work of Peter
Siculus : and, upon my own mind at least, its
effect is precisely the reverse of that which it was
intended to produce, In listening to his rabid
declamation, 1 seem to hear some furious modern
popish priest, bellowing against Luther, and child-
ishly propounding his manifest connection with
Lucifer. The school, to which these ealumniators
beloug (for, in every age, calumny has been the
regular staple of an apostate Chureh), is, graphi-
(l:ally no less than prophetically, exhibited by the
inspired Seer of the Apocalypse.

L heard a loud voice, saying, in heaven : Now is
come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
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our God, and the power of Christ: for the accuser
of our brethren is cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night.  And they overcame
him, by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of
their testimony : and they loved not their lives unto
the death®.

* Rev, xii. 10, 11.
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